
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COAGB TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

September 10th, 2021 Informal Summary Notes 

 

DATE: Friday September 10th, 2021 @ 9:30 AM (meeting held via teleconference call) 

  

PRESENT: Tanya S, Sharron C, David B, Randy H, Frank E, Wally H, Pamela Mc,  Meri-Diane C, 

Doug W, Jan C, Mary-Beth L, Muriel S, Karla T, Dave W, Loretta D, Stephanie L-A 

  

GUESTS: Tanya Roberts, Coordinator, Community Safety & Well-Being Planning Committee 

  

REGRETS: Lynn S, Debbie F,  

  

Tanya S., Chair of the COAGB welcomed all those on the call.   

  

PRESENTATION:  Guest Speaker:  Tanya Roberts, Coordinator, Community Safety & Well-Being 

Planning Committee presented an update on the CSWB Plan  

The plan was submitted to the government on July 1st. and the engagement survey data results 

are back and the data analyzed. An evaluation frame work is in progress .Phase 2 of the 

planning is underway. The regional structure remains while there is a move to municipal action. 

Municipal representatives will move the needle of indicators to identify where to take action. A 

municipal working group is being formed with a change in members. Three Action Tables have 

been identified. An Action Table develops an Action Plan while the Advisory Committee 

endorses the approach. The Action Table implements the Action Plan. At the conclusion of each 

initiative there will be an evaluation of the outcomes and impact. To find out how to become a 

member of an Action Table see the website: www.cswbp-brucegrey.ca  There has been a 

change in the structure of the Situation Table for Acute Response (STAR). A new website is 

being developed. 

 

WALLY H. 1st VICE CHAIR & COAGB COMMUNICATIONS: 

Communications Report: 

 Local CAC’s: Please see individual representative’s reports. 

COAGB  
    Council on Aging 

Grey Bruce 

   Grey Bruce 

http://cswbp-brucegrey.ca/


 August Meeting Summary: Posted in the Board Meetings section with the latest updates 

& news. 

 Community Safety & Well-Being Planning Advisory Committee: Please click on the 

CSWBP website link for any updated information. https://cswbp-brucegrey.ca 

 Grey County: Pam McD has been elected to represent COAGB at the Grey County Age 

Friendly Community Strategy and Action Plan committee. Pam will be the liaison 

between COAGB and the Grey County Committee. 

Meeting Schedule: 

 September 10th Virtual Meeting via teleconference call w/CAC Members and Partners. 

Guest speaker is Tanya Roberts, Coordinator, Community Safety & Well-Being Plan. 

 September 17th Community Safety &Well-Being Planning Committee Meeting via 

ZOOM. 

 September 20th Federal Election – so get out and vote. 

 September 22nd Southern Bruce County Safe Communities Meeting via ZOOM. 

 September 24th GBHU Healthy Communities Partnership Meeting via ZOOM. 

 October 1st SEGCHC 10th Anniversary Celebration @ Markdale 

 October 8th Virtual Meeting via teleconference call w/ CAC Members & Partners. Guest 

speaker is Steve Musehl, Executive Director, Home & Community Support Services Grey 

Bruce. 

 November 12th COAGB Meeting @ ALCGB w/CAC Members & Partners. This will be a 

Strategic Planning session to map out our plans moving forward into the future. 

 December 10th COAGB Meeting @ ALCGB w/CAC Members & Partners. Christmas 

gathering to finalize 2021 and move forward into 2022. 

 

DAVID B. BROCKTON (PINKERTON) & COAGB TREASURER’S and OACA REP: 
Treasurer Report:   

Carryover from 2020   2201.91 

OACA Membership Fee 2021    100.00   Receipt received 

Donation ALSCGB    100.00   Receipt received 

Balance Aug.  31, 2021  2001.91       

****************************************************************************** 

OACA (Ontario Association of Councils on Aging):   

 Planning and Development Committee – The Planning Guide (Tool Kit) that will layout a 
road map of how to startup new Councils on Aging has been completed except for final 
review and approval by the OACA Board.   I expect that will happen at our Board 
meeting on Sept. 15th 

 I will be working on Objective 2  
 Collaborate with other Councils on Aging by: 

a) sharing learnings 
b) sharing/supporting with virtual meeting tools 



 Re- OACA – SSAO relationship.  I have drafted “Memorandum of Understand) that is 
awaiting approval at our OACA Board before I forward it to Dr. Spindel, Co-founder of 
SSAO. 

 OACA has drafted a letter to all Federal Parties highlighting issues that are facing older 
adults in Ontario.   

 Next OACA Board Meeting: Sept. 15th, 2021 

 

ROUNDTABLE 

 

Frank E. COAGB SECRETARY & RTO REP: 
 July 15 2021 Participated in Age Friendly Community Grey County Visioning by 

teleconference. I found this process less than optimal and not age friendly, as It took me 
awhile to figure out how to respond. The kind hosts eventually unmuted me and I could 
speak unencumbered. I was unable to follow the Zoom chat so I could not follow the 
conversation fully. The hosts and I spoke often I wonder how many other participants 
were involved. 

 July 21 2021 participated in the BGSCWW conversation with Stephen Musehi on the 
Community Support Services Program. The idea of a one door approach to health 
services sounds right and helping people age at home seems cost effective and humane. 
The disconnect between CSS and Home Care needs to be rectified.we need better 
trained and better paid health care workers and continued volunteerism needs to be 
encouraged and championed. 

 August 12, 2021 participated in the Grey County Adult Friendly Community Strategic 
Plan Community Conversation #1 Outdoor Spaces and Buildings and Transportation by 
teleconference. Transportation is a significant issue and big city solutions do not address 
rural or small town circumstances. We will out live our ability to drive by ten years and I 
for one do not want to live online for a decade. 

 August 13, 2021 participated in IFA Global Cafe In Conversation with Mr. Martin Polenz 
"Aging in place. Building a Prototype for an Age Friendly City" Martin spoke on his 
experience in the small city of Arnsberg Germany and the importance of shaping policy 
from the local level with little money. I encourage you to view this session on the IFA 
website. There is a lot of similarities with what is happening in Grey Bruce and the 
COAGB. It is possible to connect with many people who share a common interest and a 
common purpose. Be open to different perspectives. Share the responsibility. Talk to 
those you do not know. It is ok to experiment. It is ok to fail. Tell your stories. 
Communicate your successes. Do not take a cookie cutter approach. Create a 
neighbourhood. Change culture. Change attitudes. 

 August 13 participated COAGB with guest Megan Garland Director of LTC and Senior 
Services Bruce County and Workshop with GCAFS&AP. I am always encouraged by 
notions of partnerships, personal centred care, personal wellness and quality of life. 
How these notions survive in a closed institutions concerns me. How do we open closed 
institutions? Again we can change the paradigm. We can transform institutions to 
neighbourhoods. The Workshop was lively and productive. Thanks. 



 August 17, 2021 participated in an RTOERO webinar Ageism and Intersectionality with 
Varsha Naik MSW. RSW and Taranam Khan PHD. Stereotypes guide people's decisions. 
Isms are learned behaviours. Engage. Respond, Change through intergenerational 
initiatives and generational awareness. Value the lived experience that we all bring to 
the topic. Exclusion-Acceptance-Belonging Everyone is responsible to challenge ageism. 
We need strong legislation, open mind sets, supportive behaviours, education and a 
comfort level with conflict. This webinar can be viewed on the RTOERO website. 

 August 26, 2021 in Grey County Age Friendly Communities Strategic Plan Community 
Conversation #3 Communication and Social Isolation by teleconference. There appeared 
to be few participants. Tim Nicholls Harrison CEO of the Owen Sound North Grey Union 
Public Library and myself seemed to dominate the discussion. Tim was able to add an 
experienced librarian's perspective to the topic. In a county like Grey with a small 
population and a large geographic area the success of a program is not measured by 
attendance numbers but by its value to the participants involved. We need to improve 
transportation and build reciprocal relationships with all. 

 August 27, 2021 participated in IFA in Conversation with Ms. Natalia Turner on 
"Population Ageing and Urbanization: Aging Better In Cities" we need to rethink the idea 
of "The Young City". The biggest social trend of our time is the growth of urbanization 
and an aging population. Cities will have the largest populations of older people. Give 
them visibility and voice socially, cultural and economically. Older people can add 4% to 
the UK's GDP every year if they are included in the economy. Lots of ideas on how to do 
this: skills training, transportation, housing, "Begin with whoever is the most likely to be 
left out. Do it for them first." 

 September 3, 2021 participated in IFA Global Cafe in a Conversation with Ms. Lisa Levin 
From Advantage Ontario "Senior Care Beyond COVID 19" I recommend giving this 
one  listen. It is on the IFA website. Four main points:  

1. Support/invest in not for profits 
2. Emotional focused care (Butterfly, Eden Models) 
3. More single room beds with bathrooms 
4. Aging at home, assisted living 

These are my takeaways so any inaccuracies or misinterpretations are mine. Anyone interested 
can make their own observations. 

 

SHARRON C. - NORTHERN BRUCE PENINSULA & COAGB 2nd VICE CHAIR: 

Sharron underlined the value of networking and inquired about OACAO membership. She 

recommends their newsletter. Wally sends it out each month. 

The BGSCWW is being run by The United Way Grey Bruce and the sessions have been reduced 

for 12 to 5 and program reminders are no longer being  made .Phase 4 of the pandemic has 

resulted in the Northern Bruce Peninsula Action Council experiencing trouble meeting but the 

executive is active. Sharron champions the principle of environmental stewardship and has 

arranged for a speaker from Georgian Bay Forever to talk on BGSCWW.                                      

  

 



PAM Mc. - TOWN OF BLUE MOUNTAINS:  

Pam approves of the name of Planning Guide in place of Tool Kit for forming a COA. 

Pam also stresses the importance of networking and. The Older Adult Council of Ontario 

(OACO) and the SCWW networks. 

She has arranged for federal election candidates to speak of the SCWW and has found it 

difficult to get in touch with some candidates with the more traditional parties easier to 

contact. 

  

RANDY H. KINCARDINE KASAAC & COAGB MEMBER AT LARGE: 

Randy reports that the KSAAC’s monthly Zoom meeting was well attended. He continues his 

work on transportation and a transportation survey. He has enrolled in a federal webinar on 

rural transportation initiatives and hopes to discover some successful initiatives. 

Kincardine has initiated an IDEA committee: Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility. 
 

STEPHANIE L-A. - GREY COUNTY PLANNING:  

Stephanie reports that the Grey County Adult Friendly Community Strategic and 

Action Plan has entered the next phase. The community conversations resulted in input from a 

broad range of viewpoints and there were 140 surveys completed. A draft action plan will be 

developed. 

  

Mary-Beth L. - Georgian Bluffs: 

Mary-Beth reports that Georgian Bluffs has formed a Climate Action Committee to create a 

Climate Action Plan. They have also hired a Climate Action Coordinator on a two year contract. 

Think of ideas like natural burials.  

  

MURIEL S. - SOUTHGATE 

Our last Southgate Seniors Advisory Committee meeting was on Aug. 12. Our special guest was 

none other than Tanya Shute who provided an overview of current South East Grey Community 

Health Centre services, the impact of the pandemic, and future plans. Tanya also clarified the 

roles of the Ontario Health Teams and the Home and Community Support Services for us. 

Happy 10th Anniversary SEGCHC! 

We also had a presentation on the Durham Abbeyfield home by one of our members, Arlene 

Crooks, who is on the home’s board. Abbeyfield provides a smaller setting and is a non-profit 

alternative for community living for seniors. 

Dave Milliner, our Southgate CAO, announced the appointed membership of the Affordable-

Attainable Housing Advisory Committee which hopes to have its first meeting this month. The 

Southgate Council is interested in many different options.  He also reported that the new 

Medical Centre in Dundalk will have a “sod turning” this fall. There is a plan to have the 3rd 

floor designed for palliative care. 

  



DOUG W. - ARRAN ELDERSLIE SAC & UNITED SENIOR CITIZENS OF ONTARIO (USCO) REP. 

Doug reports that the Arts and Recreation Committee can start senior carpet bowling but they 

will hold off until Thanksgiving. Also the seniors club may meet to play cards for those with 

complete vaccinations and safety shields. 

  

TANYA S. - GREY HIGHLANDS & CHAIR COAGB:  

Invitation to attend the SEGCHC 10 year anniversary celebration on October 1st, 2021 

 

Loretta D. - VON 

Loretta reports that VON services are not fully engaged as yet. Walking, telephone outreach 

and bereavement are active. Regarding vaccination directive 6 VON has gone a step further and 

requires all employees, students, contractors and volunteers to be completely vaccinated. 

 

 

REMINDERS: NEXT COAGB MEETING: Friday October 8th, 2021 by teleconference. Guest speaker 

Stephen Musehl will speak on the Community Support Services Program. 


